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A Commentary on Esther. 

An Explanatory Commentary on Esther, with four Appendices, consisting of the 
Second T'argum translated from the Aramaic with notes, Mithra, the winged bulls 
of Persepolis, and Zoroaster. By Professor Paulus Cassel, D.D. Translated by 
Rev. Aaron Bernstein. Edinburgh : T. and T. Clark. 1888. Pp. 400. Price, 
$3.00. 

The learning of Dr. Cassel is undoubted. He has not the faculty, however, 
of organizing his knowledge so as to present an orderly and attractive commen- 
tary. The present work on Esther is a mass of curious learning combined with 
trivial and commonplace observations in morals and religion. So-called " illustra- 
tive material " is gathered from all parts of the world and all periods of history, 
which more frequently makes " darkness visible." The Book of Esther is, doubt- 
less, a difiScult book to comment upon, but certainly a more scientific and useful 
work than this ought to have been produced by so eminent a scholar as Dr. Cassel. 
Sober and sensible opinions stand side by side with the wildest fancies of Jewish 
rabbis. The commentary, itself, is in sore need of a judicious and scientific editor. 
If some well-trained and scholarly student could condense and rearrange it, the 
book would be much more useful. At present it is a store-house of materials for 
the future commentator but of little value to the average student of the Book of 
Esther. 

Weiss' Introduction to the New Testament. 

A Manual of Introduction to the New Testament. By Dr. Bernhard Weiss. Trans- 
lated from the German by A. J. K. Davidson. 2 volumes. New York : Funk 
and Wagnalls. 1889. Price, $4.00. 

It is a gratification to all American biblical scholars to welcome a translation of 
a work containing the mature conclusions upon questions of New Testament 
criticism of so eminent a scholar as Professor Weiss. It supplies a want which 
is not fully met by any of the many treatises which discuss the same range of ques- 
tions. Holtzmann's Introduction is a dry compend of opinions ; Hilgenfeld's is 
too much affected by the destructive criticism of the Tubingen school to receive 
the approval of most scholars. The Introduction by Bleek, though one of the 
ablest that has ever appeared, is, in some points, behind the times in its critical 
conclusions. Mangold's edition of Bleek aims, indeed, to bring the work up to 
the present stage of investigation by adding supplementary and correcting notes, 
but this method yields an unsatisfactory result. The reader has before him two 
books side by side continually antagonizing each other. Moreover, some of the 
opinions of the editor seem to us as little justified by criticism as do those of the 
original author on the same points. The recent volume on Introduction by Dr. 
Marcus Dods contains a terse and interesting presentation of the questions relat- 
ing to the various New Testament books, but is too elementary for any but begin- 
ners in this stiidy and too non-committal upon points of capital importance to 
satisfy the inquirer who consults it. 



